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Partners for Review
A Transnational Multi-Stakeholder Network  
for a Robust Review Process



PARTNERS FOR REVIEW –  
THE CONTEXT

To achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
United Nations Member States pledged to commit to a 
“robust, voluntary, effective, participatory, transparent and 
integrated follow-up and review framework … operating at 
the national, regional and global levels.” (A/RES/70/1, § 71).

A well-designed monitoring mechanism will 
contribute to the successful implementa-
tion of the Sustainable Development 
Goals by enabling the international 
community to track progress 
towards achieving the Agenda, 
encouraging the exchange of 
best practices and mutual 
learning, and promoting the 
coordination and effective-
ness of the international 
development system.

The State-led monitoring 
and review systems will 
form the foundation for 
achieving sustainable 
development at national level. 
On a global level, effective 
national review systems will be a 
precondition for mutual learning at 
the High-Level Political Forum. Early 
reporting cycles in this context will pave 
the way for SDG review until 2030.

The review and follow-up mechanism as part of the Agenda 
poses challenges for all Member States. The creation of a 
national institutional framework to promote integrated 
policy-making, policy coherence and stakeholder partici-
pation, and the alignment of national priorities with global 
goals remain cross-cutting issues. However, transnational 
cooperation between government practitioners and the 
stakeholders to be involved in the review process is not yet 
institutionalised. Access to and exchange of practicable 
solutions is still not systematically available.
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PARTNERS FOR REVIEW –  
THE VISION

Partners for Review will be a transnational multi-stake-
holder network for government representatives and stake-
holders from civil society, the private sector and academia 

involved in the national review and monitoring process 
towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

Partners for Review will build on exchanges 
and retreats in the lead-up to the HLPF 

and help meet the demand for 
extended follow-up. The network 

will facilitate dialogue and peer 
learning on challenges, provide 

space to explore best practices 
and lessons learnt, mobilise 

knowledge, and share exper-
tise on new and emerging 
issues related to national 

monitoring and review.

Partners for Review will 
bring together members 
prior to reporting at the 

HLPF to facilitate the 
preparation of appealing and 

engaging presentations and to 
offer assistance on integrating 

recommendations into national 
level processes.

The initiative will gather constructive, effec-
tive and practicable solutions for meeting the joint 

commitment to review progress towards achieving the 2030 
Agenda at national level. Partners for Review will enable 

dialogue on the review of SDGs and coordinate the demand 
for and supply of policy advice among practitioners.

Against this background, Partners for Review will  
contribute to developing a robust global review and 

accountability mechanism for achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals.



INITIATE A NETWORK //  
to bring together stakeholders from government, civil society, 
academia and the private sector.

FACILITATE DIALOGUE //  
on shared challenges to establishing national review 
mechanisms suitable for tracking progress on the SDGs.

ENABLE PEER LEARNING //  
to share experiences and lessons learned during early SDG 
reporting cycles for constructive follow-up and knowledge 
management.

PROVIDE KNOWLEDGE //  
to maintain, mobilise and disseminate best practices and 
approaches for international peers through global partnerships.

IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS //  
for practicable, effective and individualised approaches to  
align national circumstances to the 2030 Agenda.

HELP COORDINATE //  
the demand for and supply of best practices among 
practitioners.

PARTNERS FOR REVIEW –  
“WHAT DOES IT OFFER?”

FOSTER EXCHANGE //  
in face-to-face meetings via semi-annual conferences in  
partner countries and on an accompanying online platform.

COMMUNICATE EXAMPLES //  
on the preparation of appealing, interesting and engaging 
presentations to encourage dialogue on approaches taken.

PROVIDE ASSISTANCE //  
in the lead-up to National Voluntary Presentations at the  
annual HLPF Ministerial Segment.

SUPPORT FOLLOW-UP //  
on recommendations made at the HLPF and their integration 
into national systems.

CONTRIBUTE TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT //  
by strengthening a robust, effective and integrated global review 
framework for successfully achieving the 2030 Agenda.



PARTNERS FOR REVIEW –  
“WHAT IS THE PURPOSE?”

“The lessons you have offered, the actions you have show-
cased, and the gaps you have identified, they are what this 
Forum is about. Advancing the SDGs through sharing of 
 experiences, and mutual learning.” (closing remarks to the 
2016 HLPF by UN Under-Secretary-General Wu Hongbo)

The High-Level Political Forum is the central space for 
overseeing the follow-up and review process at the global 
level. National Voluntary Presentations showcase countries’ 
individual approaches to implementing and reviewing the 
2030 Agenda, and will encourage further reflection, learning 
and dialogue.

However, national presentations also present countries with 
the two-fold challenge of creating a national review mecha-
nism suitable for both tracking progress towards achieving 
the SDGs and reviewing efforts made. The first HLPF after 
the adoption of the 2030 Agenda has demonstrated that these 
are shared challenges, and that there is demand for extended 
follow-up, continued exchange and space for discourse – all of 
which Partners for Review will offer.

Partners for Review is inviting practitioners and stakeholders 
from countries committed to providing National Voluntary 
Presentations at the HLPF to take part in the review process of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Partners for Review is being initiated on behalf of the German 
Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment and the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety and aims to evolve 
as a global partnership in the joint commitment to create a 
robust review mechanism. It will offer a platform for sharing 
approaches, strategies and policies towards finding practicable 
solutions.

As a multi-stakeholder network to advance national systems 
and efficient reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals, 
it will contribute to a robust review at national and global 
level.

PARTNERS FOR REVIEW –  
“WHAT IS IT ABOUT?”

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development places consid-
erable demands on all countries to develop national moni-
toring and review mechanisms.

This involves making complex, comprehensive and trans-
formative policy choices. National approaches to SDG review 
are diverse, yet they involve cross-cutting issues: 

→  What are the key components for a robust national  
review mechanism?

→  How can horizontal and vertical policy coordination  
be ensured?

→  How can adequate stakeholder involvement be organised, 
managed and sustained?

→  How to reconcile national circumstances with the  
global sustainable development goals?

→  How to incorporate recommendations from the  
HLPF into the national context?

→  What lessons learnt and experiences can other  
countries share?

→  What are the requirements for effective follow-up, and 
how can mutual learning be facilitated for added-value? 

Partners for Review aims to address these issues in order to 
find practicable solutions to foster robust review.
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